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4, Wilverforce Road,
Cambridge.
24/11/54

Some of my experiences in Nagi-Germany following the progrom
of November 1938.

The progrom of 9th to loth November 1938 or ag(the Uexmans now
call it euphemistically and bashfully 'the Cryst Nigh had

started but I did not know of this, I was at fiome a t to bed
with the same feeling as before. Not that ‘:D 1 into an

Ooptimistic condition. I had stretched o s ¢ this
country and had been visiting England gad 5 London in
g Z:ﬂ t the permission
trye. But negotia-

January and February 1938 with the

to work as an independant architeft ir

tions were protracting althou th Schiff to whom I

had the best recommendations rte h s on behalf of mine.
Nevertheless, I slept wall esentiment of what

happened during this night. kar ‘3he morning the housekeeper
of one of our houses whic s sit in a prminent pesitien

of Kurfuerstendamm in Berl

true Berlin sl hat

\

by phone and told me in his
e and have a look at the

destructio (worning between 5 and 6 o'clock.
When I fo ut 9 a.m. I had heard in the mean-
time w ige streets. Coming to our house I

Saw tha had their windows shattered to pieces
How ingenious of Goebbels to order some
sh shops should have the names of their
window-panes. This preparation made it

The housekeeper, an old socialist, who was
25 years told me the following: 'I awoke in
ghseqnencc of a terrible noise and went about to see
ng. When I came to the front I saw some men armed
s who pushed in and broke the costly plate-glass
windows of some shops. I approached and asked them what they

were doing there. They answered that was not my business and I
should be off quickly, otherwise something would happen to me.
Thereupon I went straight to the Police and saw there the cem~
manding officer. When I told him of the occurences he said the
Police cannot do anything in this matter. Thereupon I went awayJ.'
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I personally went into an outfitter's shop where the 3 female
assistants received me weeping. Then I went into another shop
where the mansgeress warned me to leave at once because a crowd
had gathered in front of the house ready to storm the shops and
rob them. I looked at the street. In the first row were the
typical criminals of the SA, in mufti of course, waiting for a
signal to storm all Jewish shops, to throw out all the ticles
and to rob what they could. Behind the first row theye
ing well dressed citizens who wanted to participate
The manageress showed me out by a side~door and s
do nothing to help I went away. Later the houseke
other incidents of this day. After the crowd fad
Jewish shops completely they went up the ste
and flats. In the first floer they destrdie ;
Jewish tailer and threw out all his coa Al
not finished, and all the textiles, @

NS bbed by the good
u: rc&je %o look for other

went on for a while and most of the
citigens. Then the crowd went up th

Jewish offices and flats to be b 200 people were stand
ing on the staircase when a door ond floor opened where

the officew of true blue 'Ardans® e&situatcd. One of these
Arians, a lawyer, accosted crowds:() 'De you believe our beloved

ing that I could
er told me the
Che 3 i
’@é offices
ows of a
t@ finished or

@’ and plundering

po
e

Leader will think it appr you want to destrou all what
is in the house? mer the crowd replied in a threaim
ing tones °* a orysomething will happen to youl'
He disappe e one of the tenants in the first
floor, gi office was working on secret plans fo
the War ent call to this Ministry that valuable
Plans would “be when the house would be damaged by fire
Se The Ministry induced the Nazi Party to send
cﬁ?,&tod the crowd and set up a kind of sentry at
house., With htis comparatively reasonable
,§~e dent was finished.
m gome from Kurfuerstendamm I heard of arrests and hunt:
a@ passengers. I deliberated with my wife if I
3%ay atl home or go into hiding. We resolved that I should
stay at the home of a friend of ours, noblewoman and arian, who was
a gifted paintress. She was at once prepared to accomodate me.
On the evening of loth of November after Goebbels had stopped by
Radio the progrom and the fury of the German people I rode by taxi
to our friend. On the way I saw some people destroying window-
Panes in spite of te revoking ef Goebbels. I slept one night in
the home of our friend. But as she was living in a house eof flats
I was not sure that she would not incure inconveniences if not

s
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worse things. So the next day I decided to leave Berlin for some
days. Somebody had advised me to got to Weimar where I formerly
interrupted often my journeys to the South to visit the places of
the greatest German poets. My advisor and I did not think of the
neighbourhood of the ill-famed camp of Buchenwald. I went to Wei-
mar and put up at the Hotel Kronprinz where I was well treated api-
Parently because the people there did not think me a Jew. Rather
close to the Hotel Kronprinz was the newly rebuilt Hotel of the

Nazi Party where was much traffic and noise. App the Nagzis
celebrated the victory over the Jews. |Moreover, _ dn my walks there

Goethe, Schiller and Liszt. I was disgusted And) fe \&with the

fuss of these people. Besides this I had t n a

arrest would irrevocably lead me to the o ;”23 Buchenwald.

After two days in Weimar I decided to trawe %gﬁ; en, a city

I knew very well and which was alw%u; @ m me . I had

there many friends, arian and not arian he was waiting for
adba fdrrid aspect which

the train on the platform in We
y\&'eiw. Hundreds of
a

nother line of rails.
eémed with carbines, and
~ the Buchenwald camp. I
fferers and did not say any
Nagzi-Police the real criminals

Neggple only because they are Jews.
s to take them to Buchenwald, 3

Jews were unloaded from a train s
Like cattle they were driven By
this not too gently. All
looked dewn on these unlucky
word although I ed 1%
are these wh
While the
Persons,

3£§5 anding near to me, looked at this
asure. Then I heard the woman saj in
aﬁﬁyapons had been found with them. So they
waeldche' . " The Goebbels' lie had ap-

in the minds of many people.

and put up at the famous Hotel Bellevue situat—
river Elvbe. The hotel was full of black and

s hen I went to dinner or morning-breakfast next

@b Nazis in uniform. This sight made me sick especial-
ly because the Nazis behaved in a provoking manner. The next day
I made a walk to the ‘'Weisser Hirsch' where I took my lunch bocauaﬁ
I was fed up to see nearly only Nazi-uniforms. The personnel of
the hotel was quite correct although they saw me without any dist-
inguished mark of Nazi sympathy. But I had the dumb feeling that
Something could happen to me any moment. Therefore, I wanted %o
See some friends, mostly Jewish but I did not succeed to see them.
When I asked which time I could do this I got an evasive answer.
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So I concluded that all have been arrested. On my walk I saw

the blackened ruins of the Great Synagogue. Already in Berlin I ha
heard and read of the burning-down of most Synagogues in Germany.
Firemen and workers were just about to pull down the remains of

the Synagogue and the site was nearly levelled. 08 the windows

of many shops there were fixed printed placards with the inscriptio;
‘Judah is conjointly responsible'. Later I went to ‘arian'
friend. He said: 'Why did you go into this Nazi tel? VWhy

not coming to me and stay here as long as this spe error

has not gone?' So after having spent 2 days in Bellevue

I moved to my friend. Here I thought to be i it
turned out to be worse than in the hotel or rlin home.
& persen

Thid friend was in financial difficulties
of dubious character, as I later had occa n 3 s persuaded
her husband to be treacherous. I was are \one ﬁ}ght, the next
day was what the Protestants call "'De tl' ay'e My friend
and I made a walk to the 'GTosser Garten ane’when we arrived
home - he came and told me thaf 2 meﬂﬁ'one a relative of

his wife, had come to take me th becauso I had fled
from Berlin to evade possible ar®es friend told me the
improbeble fib that one of se seen me and at once real-
iged that I was a Jew. tale me was probably betrayed ani
inspired by the wife of d being in straits he hmi and
his wife tho ot of money from me in case I
would be s §9 my friend fell into line. It was

not fall into this trap to pay for
e greatest diappointment I had in my

life.

quarters wier,

last sen€Pne

with

fox? ci

The Gestapo-men took me to the Head-
-= 55y of course —— gbused me and at
lden prison. OR the way I had a talk
rted me. I asked him what I was arrested
ountries there is a law protecting all people
rlne from arbitrary arrest. The Nazi shrugged
said nothing. In the prison I as assigned to
%ﬁéﬁiachtneiator', a former N.C.0. who was very harsh
his duty with prisoners but au fond he had a little
bit of sympathy with people who were no criminals. At first I
8hould have solitary confinement but when I told him I would get
mad there he put me in a cell with 2 other Jews of Dresden. One
was a Jewish butgcher and 6 or 7 years my senior. He was dismissed
3 days later because being not quite sound and ready fo emigrate
at once. The other was a student of the Technical High Schoel,
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son of a Dresden physician. He studied electrical engineering anc
was a very gifted youn man who held me lectures for what I reciproc
ted with lectures asbout architecture. One dau I had an idea. The
toilet paper was very thick more like cardboard than paper. A

piece of chalk was lying about. OSo I drew playing cards to play

with them as a pastime. The fare was not too bad but small even
for an old man like me (at that time 59). Every se
Gestapomen appeared. We had to stand to attention
asked everybody each time: ‘How 0ld?' And thens:
The first question was easy to be answered. A
question I was fortunately able to give the r
Prepared for my emigration.' This was

an English son-in-law, at that time engage - daughter.
He flew over to Germany when he heard of 4)%ing and from
Berlin phoned to a friend in LOndong a the High

fe picturing all

Church, to go at once to an English a¥
giv antee for my wife

what has happened and indude her toAg
and myself. I had known thig(fact b er of Dresden, doubt-
less a pure Arian, who at the es%iOn my son-in-law visited
me in the prison and told me thi < unt thus gave the |
guarantee. After a fortn A 8 ered to have a shave and o1
the same dau I was releas

Back in Bar it t h a long time till i Had to-
gether all wha my emigration b_ecause the Germa
seiged ny get a 'J-stamped' passport
if I pa ’ alled euphemistically ‘'Emigration
duty'. he end of being a German was worthy
of thelaw zga At last we got the permission to
emigrate d%y of March 1939. In the beginning of April
there Vdent with the Nazis concerning my wife. She
got Gestapo at Hegelplatz, near the University,

to

oldt, Mommsen, Virchow, Dilthey held their
h%braneh of the Gestapo handled agll defraudations ol
b, Jewa. A letter arrived before saying why she has
e ce of a sale of a house as low as she did whereas in
declaration the price inserted was essentially higher.
They asked where the difference had remained. For me it was an
easy matter to be cleared up. But my wife was not up to date
in these matters which usually I executed and settled. However,
after my experiences I did not like to go to the Gestapo. So I |
asked my former secretary of long years standing to accompany my
wife and instrueted her tell the official that the amounts
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declared in the ‘'Judenvermoegensabgabe' in summer 1938 had
unfortunately not been realized. The official was not very
efficient, he ought to know what was going on with Jewish property.
He asked for an answer in writing which he never received as we
meddle of April left Germany to settle in this countrye. This was
the last incident in Germany. A funny incident as I might call
it was when we were going on board of the American Lin€r. Before

official asked for my name to compeare it with my pe I
said: 'Johann Greifenhagen'. He replied: 'Youd as

in the passport "Johann Israel Greifenhagen"', e, said it with

a twinkle in his eyes. Whereupon I answered: s a nice
name in itself but it is not my name and ondy Fed.lpon me.

When I pass the line there my name is aga " reifenhagen".
He smiled and gave me back my passport

7]
On the American liner we felt in freed @-e treated as
human beings and not as pariahs su cteg tc&xhe law of the

Jungle. X,
Q,“O

fod
(ge'z .é)CJohn Greifenhagen.

XY

0&2\,0
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